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FROM:

BOB GILLULY
SPORTS NEWS EDITOR
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY

123158

RELEASE SUNDAY, JAN, k

MISSOULA--Montana and Utah kick off Skyline Conference play Wednesday night
at the MSU Fieldhouse, and Grizzly coach Frosty Cox says his young Grizzlies "will
have to play their best game of the season" to stop the Utes.
Grizzly fortunes, which appeared to be on the upswing a week ago, were
rather rudely shaken when Washington State stopped the Grizzlies Wednesday night.
"We didn't play good ball against WSC," Cox commented.
out in the shooting percentages.

His observation was borne

Montana hit only 31 per cent of their shots.

Season-long statistics show that the Grizzlies must hit 35 per cent to win
a game.

They've won all but one game in which they scored on 35 per cent of their

shots or better.
So, the Grizzlies embark on league strife with a 3-7 mark.

Utah has a 7-*+

record to date, including a win over Dayton Monday night to place third in the
Holiday Festival tournament in New York City.
The Redskins boast one of the biggest teams in the conference.
starting lineup averages 6-3 and 205 pounds.

Their

Top scorers in recent games have

been veterans Carney Crisler, Gary Chestang, Pearl Pollard, Dick Shores and
DeLyle Condie.
Cox is expected to counter with forwards Marv Suttles and Terry Screnar or
Darrol Dunham, center Dave Shelby, and guards Dan Balko and Vince Ignatowicz.
Only Balko and Shelby have averages in two figures, but the other starters can get
hot on occasion.

Screnar hit 22 once this season, Ignatowicz 21, Dunham l6 and

Suttles 15The Ute encounter is the first Skyline game in the league.
Other action
gets underway Friday and Saturday nights.
Following the Redskin tussle the Silvertips will journey to Provo, Utah, for
a Saturday night engagement with the rugged BYU Cougars.
The 'Cats boast a 6-U
record, including an upset win over nationally third-ranked Kansas State.
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